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the proper authority. A plan of the locality may prove useful,
and enquiries made at the scene of the accident may result in the
discovervr of further witnesses of the occurrence.

MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

When a claim for compensation on account of bodily injuries
is received, the insurers may desire a medical examination by
their own doctor. If the claimant is represented by solicitors,
their consent must first be obtained, and the claimant may re-
quire the attendance of his own medical adviser, at the expense
of the insurers. A medical examination serves as a means of
verifying the extent of the claimant's injuries and their probable
cause.

A medical report should disclose the following information :

(1)   The claimant's age, occupation, and physique.

(2)   Medical history and the history of the present inca-
pacity.

(3)   The nature of the injury, with full details as to its
extent; also, the probable effects of previous physical
defects or infirmities on the injury.

(4)   The probable duration of disability, with an indication
as to how soon the claimant may be expected to follow
a part and/or the whole of his usual occupation, or to
be fit for some other type of work.   If there is likely
to be permanent incapacity, its extent must be assessed.

(5)   Methods of treatment which may hasten recovery.

(6)   The medical adviser's general impression of the indi-
vidual

(7)   The medical adviser's general opinion.

Naturally, each case calls for special treatment, and a medical
examiner accustomed to the undertaking of work of this type
for insurers requires little, if any, guidance as to the features
which will be valuable.

SURVEYORS5 INSPECTIONS

When accidents have been occasioned by defects (or alleged
defects) in buildings or machinery, it may be necessary to obtain
a report on the premises, or on that part alleged to have been
defective, from a competent surveyor or engineer. Suck a report
should deal with the-technical features and skould indicate
whether the defect did, in fact, exist; also, whether reasonable
care on the part of the insured could have discovered it. Some-
times photographs are included in the report.